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GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 


Albemarle  and  Kenmore  Terraces  are  cuiet,   residential   courts   located  in 
the  most  historic  area  of  Flatbush.     Entered  from  East  21st  Street,  just 
south  of  the  Flatbush  Dutch  Reformed  Church   ( 1 793-93)  and  one  block  west 
of  Erasmus  Hall    (1736),   these  small,  oeaceful   enclaves  eacn   less  than  a 
block  In  length  have  a  tranauil  ambience  that  offers  a  refreshing  contrast 
to  the  crowds,   traffic  and  noise  at  the  nearby  intersection  of  Church  and 
Flatbush  Avenues.     The  study  area  lies   in  Brooklyn  Commun i ty ' Board  rlA  and 
is  bcund  on  the  north  by  Church  Avenue,  on  the  east  dv  Flatbush  A venue ,  on 
the  west  by  East  21st  Street,  and  on  the  south  by  Albemarle  ^oaa.  Within 
this  area  are  Albemarle  and  Kenmore  Terraces,   two  small   streets  of  cohesive, 
signiricant  architecture.     Both  Terraces  and  the  adjoining  orocerties  are 
zoned  37-1,  a  medium  density,  general   residential   classification  which  allows 
aoartment  construction.     The  Flatbush  Avenue  zoning  which  borders  the 
eastern  oroperty  lines  of  the  Terraces    is  C^-2,   permitting  regional  ccmmerc:al 
uses. 

Residents  of  the  two  small   streets  that  comprise  the  A  1  bemar  1  e-Ke'-mcre 
study  area  make  up  a  fairly  homogeneous  group.     They  are  predominantly 
white  business  and  professional   people  and  their  families. 

The  Al bemarl e/Kenmore  Neighbors  Association   is  an  active  homeowners' 
organization.     With  the   intersection  of  Church  and  Flatbush  Avenues  a  short 
two  blocks  away,   the  store  abandonment  and  deterioration   in  maintenance 
along  those  important  arteries  constitute  a  major  concern.     Community  resicents 
have  been   involved   in  efforts  of  the  Flatbush  DeveloDment  Corporation   f FDC ) 
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to  find  suitable  tenants  for  abandoned  stores  ana  in  other  FDC  programs 
aimed  at  stabilizing   the  greater  Flatbush  neighborhood. 
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BOUNDARY  MAK- 


HISTORY 


The  land  on  which  Albemarle  and  Kennore  Terraces  stand  was  once  owned 
by  The  Flatbush  Dutch  Reformed  Church  and  by  Teun i s  Sergen,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  the  town  of  Flatbush.     The  land  remainea  undevelooed 
until    1916  when  the  Midwood  Associates  who  corran i ss i onec  the  architectural 
firm  of  Slee  6  3,-vson  to  design  the  houses,  began  construction  on 
Aibemarle  Terrace. 

Jcnn  Bay  Slee  (1875-19*7)  and  Robert  H .  3ryson  (1875-1933)  established 
their  firm  of  Slee  5  3ryson  about  1?05  and  worked  extensively   in  Brooklyn 
in  sucn  areas  as  ^rosoect  Park  South  from  1=05  to  1927,   Fiske  "errace  frcn 
1S06  to  1925,  Crown  Heights  from  1913  to  1912,  Park  Slcce  from  1912  to  1?29 
and  Prospect-Lefferts  Gardens  from  7  907-192^4.     They  usually  designed  <ree- 
standing  and  row  houses   reflecting  the  architectural   styles  pooular  between 
1500  and  the  1920s,  although  they  did  design  a  few  tenements   in  Crown 
Heights.     They  were  also  responsible  for  a  number  of  country  residences  en 
wOng   Island  and   in  Connecticut. 

Albemarle  Terrace  was  built   in  1916   in  the  nee-Federal   style.  Kenmore 
Terrace  was  built  between  1913  and  1920  and  shows  the   influence  of  the 
English  Garden  City  Movement. 

The  history  of  Albemarle  and  Kenmore  Terraces   is  part  of  the  general 
history  of  Flatbush.     Flatbush  was  one  of  the  original   five  Dutch  towns  of 
Brooklyn.     The  name  propably  comes  from  the  Dutch   't  Vlacke  Bosch,  meaning 
flat  woods,  an  accurate  description  of  the  area's  tocography   in  the  seventeenth 
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century  when  it  was  basically  a  *  I  at  clain  with  a  heavily  wooded  section 
surround  i  ng   it.     Although  Governor  Stuvvesant  changed  the  town's  name  to 
^iddelwout  (meaning  middle  woods),  the  earlier  name  of  Flatbush  remained 
the  common  name  for  the  entire  area.     Mi^wood,  however,   is  still   the  name 
cf  a  r I  at bush  nei ghborhcod . 

For  many  years  Flatbush  was  a  auiet  town  set  in  the  middle  of  vast 
tracts  of  farm  land.     It  started  to  grow  in  the  early  nineteenth  century. 
5v  1327  sidewalk  grades  were  regulated  and  railings  were  erected   in  front 
cf  houses.     Erasmus  Hall   school   and  the  Flatbush  Dutch  Peformed  Church 
survived  to  mark  the  center  of  the  old  tcwn . 

Although  the  area  was  mainly  Dutch,    in   1 83*i  several   English  mecnan  i  cs 
bought  lots  and  built  homes  cn  Erasmus  and  Johnson  Streets,     "heir  area  was 
'•e-erred  to  as  the  English  ne  i  gnbcrhood .     in  ^he   l53Cs,  this  neighborhood 
was  a  secara-e  hamlet,  cut  off   '-cn  -he  -es^  of  ^he  v  i  I  t  ace  bv  farm  land 
held   in  common.     From  atcut  1 53 r  to   I97C,  xwever,  the  streets  around 
Erasmus  and  Jchnson  were  ooened  up,  making  the  English  neighborhood  a  carr 
o*  the  town  of  Flatbush. 

After  the  mid-nineteenth  centurv,   Flatbusn  started  to  grow  rapidly. 
In  the  la+e  135Cs,  a  clank  road  was  constructed  frcm  Brock! vn  ^o  Flatbush, 
which  was  reo  laced  with  a  macadamized  read  wi^-nn  rwentv  vears.     In   I  E6C , 
""he  Brooklvn  City  Railroad  Comcanv  ran  a   line  to  Hatbush  frcm  3rcok!vn, 
speeding  up  the  process  of  urbanization.     Around  this  time  Flatbush  becan 
annexing  the  small   suburban  towns   in   its  vicinitv.     Bv  the  time  of  its 
consolidation  with  the  rest  o*  Brooklvn   in  1394,    It  was  the  second  larcest 
citv  in  the  countv. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION 


The  charming,  neo-Federal,  brick  and   limestone  houses  on  either  side  of 
Albemarle  """errace  were  designed  in  1916  bv  SI  ee  and  3ryson,  a  well  known 
architectural   firm  that  worked  in  Brooklyn  for  over  a  cuarter  of  a  centurv. 
John  3a v  Slee  was  bcrn  in     Harford  County,  ^arvland  and  studied  at  the 
Maryland  Institute  from  1391  to  1393  before  coning  to  New  vcrk.    ^ober*  H, 
Bryson  was  born  in  Newark,  New  Jersey  and  educated  in  Brook !vn.     Both  men 
worked  with  the  3rccklyn  architect  John  J.  Petit  who  designed  many  c*  the 
houses   in  DrospecT  ?ar'<  South.     About  1905,  the  "wo  ren  ■'crmec  "heir  own 
£  i  rm  and  began  a  long  and  active  oractice  in  Brooklyn. 

The  houses  designed  bv  Slee  and  Bryson  on  Albemarle  ~er-ace  are  of 
-wo  general  types:     an  "A"  type  of  ^hree  stories  with  flat  reefs,  and  a 
"3"  tvpe  of  two  stories  with  a  pitched  attic  story .     ~Kev  were  designed 
to  form  a  symmetrical   carrem  of  ABEEAAAASEEA  with  a  minor  variation   in  **>e 
northern  row .    The  three-story  high  houses  serve  as  *he  cen-"-a  I   anc  f  I  an  k  i  ng 
elements  of  the  row  and  are  linked  to  each  other  by  the  starrer  and  si  iohtlv 
recessed  two— story  high  houses,     "one   in  brick  laid  jd   in  a  riemish  bend,  the 
houses  are  ra  i  sed  above  street  I  eve  I   and  set  back  beh  i  nd  sma I  I  gardens . 

The  structures  on  Albemarle  Terrace  exhibit  a  variety  of  neo-Federal 
details.     Each  "A"  tvpe  unit  snorts  an  enclosed  stoco  with  a  oeaked  roof 
ever  a  classical  doorway  framed  with  del icate  fluted  di lasters  and  a  leadea 
glass  *anlight.     Firsr  and  second  floor  fenestration  consists  of  triale 
windows  toooed  by  so  laved   lintels  with  projecting  keystones.     There  are, 
moreover,  two  ellioticallv  arched  triole  windows — eacn  embellished  with  a 


sunburst  motif— -on  four  of  the  residences;  these  serve  as  the  central  elements 
for  the  Terrace's  "%c  rows  of  houses.     A  simolv  molded,  orojectina  s^one 
cornice  crowns  each  house  of  *he  "A"  tvoe. 

The  "B"  units  on  Albemarle  Terrace  ^ea^ure  alternating  round-arcned 
and  flat  doorwavs  boasting  beautifully  finished  neo-^ederal  details  in  carver 
stone.     3ound-arched  examples  have  thin  Doric  columns  that  support  a  leaded 
class  fanlight,  while  the  flat  doorways  are  framed  bv  fluted  oilasTers.  A 
panelled  lintel   rests  above  a  leaded  glass  transom  and  is  adorned  bv  a 
ca I yx  krater  carved  in  re  I i  ef  on  a  centra  I  n I acue .    Vari etv ,  tec ,  character i re 
* i rst  floor  f enestraTion :     three-sided  angular  bay  windows  alternate  with 
rr I o I e  wi ndews  that  s~or~-  so  I aved  I  I nte I s .     Seccnc  £ I ocr  w i ndows  have  i  n*er?s* 
i ng  eared  lintels  that  4ea7ure  vermiculated  STore  panels  and  corner  blocks* 
-  *ide,  overhanging  cornice  seoarares  ~ne  facade  ^rcm  ~^e  sla*e,  dcr-nered  -co* 
~*e  cornice  boasts  a  row  of  dentils,  small  tooth-like  orojections  ~*a^  are 
f  recuent  i  v  found  i  n  neo-redera  I  arc."  i  tecture . 

When  *he  "errace  was  ccmoie^ec,  *he  cround  £ !ccr  of  the  building  whicn 
terminates  the  courT  was  a  shoooing  arcade  that  ccened  through  to  Flatbush 
Avenue.     It  is  now  sealed,  stuccoed,  and  oainted  a  neutral  color  *hat  does 
not  visually  intrude  uocn  the  'jni*ied  set^inc  of  *he  Terrace. 

The  three  story  nec-^edera!   house  at    the  er^rance  to  <enmcre  "errace 
*as  designed  by  Slee  and  Bryson  in  1917  and  mav  indicate  thar  Kenrccre  ~er*"ace 
was  original Iv  intended  to  be  designed  in  the  same  style  as  Albemarle 
Terrace.    The  red  brick  house,  with  its  entrance  cn  East  21st  Street,  stylis- 
tically oulls  the  two  terraces  together.     This  house  is  very  similar  J"o  "he 
three  story  houses  at  the  corners  of  Albemarle  Terrace.     Although  the  corner 
buildings  were  all  desicned  by  the  same  archi*ec*s  -  Slee  and  Brvscn  -  2102 
Kenmore  Terrace  is  simoler  in  detail.     The  window  lintels  are  straicht  rather 


,an  sp ' ayed  and  the  shutters  have  been  e I  im i nated .     S I ee  and  Srvson  evo I ved 
a  more  modern  and  functional,   less  ornamental   stvle  in  the  two  vears  between 
Albemarle  Terrace  and  the  first  house  on  Kennore  Terrace     (1915  -  1917). 
This  style  evolution  continued  to  1918  when  the  architects  designed  the  more 
contemporary  row  at  2104-2120  Kenmcre  Terrace. 

The  six  houses  on  the  southern  side  of  Kenmore  exhibit  a  stvle  derived 
from  English  Garden  Ci*v  tyoe  nouses  (and  reflect  a  chance  in  the  wav  of  life 
of  the  American  family).     The  Garden  City  movement,  whicn  had   i ^s  genisis  in 
End  and  around  the  turn  of  the  century,  sought  to  combine  "he  best  features  of 
urcan  and  suburban  develooment  with  emohasis  cn  scale,  ocen  soace  and  the  seer 
cation  of   industrial,  commercial   and  residential   areas.     Litchfield,  a  comnuni 

iust  south  of  London  created  bv  uoward  and  Unrin   in   1903,  was  the  £irs-  orcduc 

of  This  new  ohiliscohv. 

The  f i rsT  major  examo I e  of  the  Garden  City  movement  in  -he  United  Stages 
was  Forest  Hills  Gardens,  Queens,   in  1903.    The  buildings  exhibited  a  oictures 
cue  style,  and  some  o£  the  more  notable  characteristics  were  asvmme^rical 
massing  of  elements,  dramatic  roof  I i nes  and  an   interaction  between  the 
building  and  its  immediate  landscaoe.     Each  grouo  of  bu'ldincs  in  Fores- 
Hills  Gardens  was  planned  to  orovide  as  mucn  ooen  soace  as  possible. 

The  qrcwrh  of  the  Garden  City  movement  in  America  oaralleled  the  rise 
in  pooularity  of  the  automobile.     The  automobile  ^resen^ec  a  new  challenge 
for  the  architects  of  the  dav.    One  of  the  methods  for  cealing  with  this 
oroblem  of  roads,  parking  and  storage  was  to  build  rear  service  allevs  which 
included  soace  for  automobiles.     3y  the  end  of  World  War  1,  "here  were  orotc- 
tvDes  of  developments  with  service  allevs  in  Queens  which  S I ee  and  9rvson 
could  have  seen. 

because  of  soace  limitations  in  building  Kenmore  Terrace,  sen/ice  allevs 
big  enough  for  cars  were  not  feasible.     There  are  allevs  behind  the  Albemarle 
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Terrace  houses  but  +hev  are  narrow  ones.     Pealizina  that  the  automobile  had 
become  a  necessity  for  middle  class  Americans,  Slee  and  Bryson  put  qaraaes 
in  the  front,   incoroorated  into  the  picturescue  design  of  ^he  houses.  These 
two  and  one  half  story  high  brick  houses  are  among  the  first  to  have  oarages 
placed  in  the  ground  floor  and  nave  The  doors  fully  exposed  on  the  main 
-acade.    This  type  of  design  has  become  a  standard  form  for  row  house 
construction  in  New  York  City.     Each  hcuse  is  planned  in  a  shallow  lL1  with 
a  gabled  end  facing  the  street  and  a  Ditched  roof  section  oarallel  to  the 
srreet.    The  two  central  houses  are  treated  as  a  single  unit,  joined  bv  a 
broad,  full   story  gable  and  a  shared  projecting  bay  window  on  the  c*~ound 
^Icor.    There  are  two  houses  on  either  side  of  this  unit,  each  of  which 
"as  a  shorter  naif  stcrv  gable.    The  garaces,  defined  bv  shallow  shed  roofs, 
are  situated  to  T*ie  side  of  the  gabled  section  of  each  hcuse. 

Slee  and  Bryson,  however, were  apparently  not  ccmmitred  to  This  Dictur- 
escue  stv I e  and  in  I9I9-I92C  they  designed  the  two  hcuses  that  sea  I  ^he 
eastern  end  of  the  "Terrace      (Nos.  2123  and  2124),     Cone  in  their  earlier 
s  i  To  I  i  ^ i ed  neo-Pederal  style,  they  do  noT  have  ground  floor  garages.  The 
~cuses  nevertheless  harmonize  well  wiTh  the  other  Slee  and  Bryson  "cuses 
cn  the  Terrace. 

The  northern  sice  of  Kenmore  Terrace  is  still   tne  orocerty  of  the 
" 1 aTbush  Dutch  Reformed  Church  and  is  occuoied  by  the  parish  House  and  the 
old,  tree-shaded  Parsonage.    The  Parsonage,  a  handsome  2?  storv  claobca^d 
hcuse  built  in  IS53,  original ly  stood  at  900  Flatbush  Avenue  but  was  moved 
to  its  present  site  in  1913,  the  year  of  construction  of  Kenmore  Terrace. 
A  deeo ,  columned,  wooden  corch  extends  across  the  front    of   one  side  of  the 
ground  floor.     The  handsome  fluted  columns  that  carrv  The  Dorch  roof  are 
crowned  with  delicately  carved  anthemia    and  lotus  leaves.    The  dentil  led 


15 


KKNMOKti  TI'ltKACI- 


cornices  of  both  the  porch  and  the  roof  are  carried  on  oaired  curvilinear 
brackets.    The  parish  House,  a  red  brick  structure,  was  built  in  1924. 

The  maintenance  of  the  Terraces  is  excellent  and  •'"here  has  been  little 
alteration  to  the  buildings.    The  most  drastic  chance  that  has  taken  3 1  ace 
has  been  the  removal  of  one  cornice  on  the  scuth  side  of  Albemarle  and  the 
replacement  ot  some  of  the  original   garage  Cocrs  on  Kenrcre. 

Kenmore  and  Albemarle  Terraces  3re  relativelv  small   but  none  the  less 
imcortant  examples  of  significant  architecture  in  the  development  of  the 
Platbush  community. 


ALBEMARLE  TERRACE-  Round-arched  goorway 
with  leaded  glass  fanlight  and  Doric 
colonnettea 


ALBEMARLE  TERRACE-  Triple  window  with  ami 
hurts  t  (leai^n  within  an  elliptical  arch 


ALBEMARLE  TERRACE-  Multl-paned  triple  window  with 
ti  p  1  ay  cm!  lintel 
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ABOVE: 

KENMORE  TERRACE-  Detail  of  projecting  gable 


BELOW: 

KENMORE  TERRACE-  Garage  door  detail 
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